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Welcome to Vankleek Hill, a red-brick town that is the pro-
claimed Gingerbread Capital of Ontario. The clay base in
our region is a last vestige of the pre-historic Champlain
Sea that covered a vast portion of eastern North America.
The sandy loam soil ensures productive agriculture.

From the 19thC to the early 20thC, there were four to five
busy local brickyards (Johnson, Guindon, Potter, Steele,
Reasbeck) where the clay and lime mix was kilned to our
typical Vankleek Hill red brick colour. Our red brick was in
high demand at home and elsewhere until post-WWI when
new building materials came into style.

The gingerbread craze was sparked during the reign (1837-
1905) of Queen Victoria. Her husband, the Prince Consort
Albert (1819-1861), popularized decorative wood detailing
of buildings. By the 1890s, it caught-on in North America.
Local sawmills turned the wood patterns for clients; large
companies issued mail-order catalogues of interior and
exterior wood designs.

Vankleek Hill is fortunate to have a substantial amount of
surviving gingerbread. You will also see examples of loss
on this tour. In the shopping district, look up to see the
large elegant brackets featured under the roof eaves.
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Main Street East is wide enough for horse-drawn carts &
wagons. There is room for livestock to be herded to the
train station at the east end of town; or to the fairgrounds
for the annual Fair.

Cedar plank sidewalks were replaced by cement in 1905.
From this ¢.1900 photo, the only visible building now
gone is the 3-storey Hochelaga Bank (r). The bank was on
the ground floor; the manager and his family lived on the
second and third floors.

Rural families made weekly shopping excursions into
town. These town trips were social occasions, a time to
visit, to share and catch-up on the news.
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41-49 Main East 1898

The McAdam House, built 1898 by William McAdam.
From his home, he worked as a bookkeeper and as the
postmaster. The house was in the McAdam Family until
1948 when it was purchased by Féreol Cadieux, a shoe-
maker, known for his skilled harness work.

46 Main East 1829 Built 1829 by Julius

ot Blaisdell and Donald
McLeod. Georgian- style
house with field and
finished stonework. Large
corner stones from
Carillon and Cushing

Québec.




52-54 Main East

73-77 Main East 1877

Vankleek Hill Model School,
finished in time to welcome Sir 948 rue Pleasant Corners Road East i

John A. MacDonald on a visit in Vankleek Hill ON KOB 1RO

1878. High school grads received ) 3 .
teaching training here. 613-678-3003 www.champlain.ca

Photo ca.1948.
Home & tailor shop _
of Philias and son
Gerald Matte.
Restaurant of
Alexandre Matte.

Canton de Champlain Township

Shop of Féreol
Cadieux, shoe- &
harness-maker.

66-72 Main East 1890 106-110 Main East 1922
Built by Frangois Xavier -

Rochon, this was a hotel »u : =
until 1937 - Grand Central. i

Musée Vankleek Hill Museum
95 Main Street East, P.O. Box 537

Vankleek Hill ON KOB 1RO
613- 678 2323 www.vankleek.ca FB Vankleek Hill Museum

76 Main East ¢.1895 *

John Wilson General Motors 94 Main East 1867

Dealer showroom displayed Champlain Township — lin . i
two cars. Today, The Review, Library in the 1867 Abraham Poirier opened the Dlgltal Influence : web SOluthﬂS
weekly newspaper since 1893. étR 'V'ICfLaU”” G_eq‘ffa' White Palace restaurant, a play Ben Martin
ore. If open, visit! Whi ) ;
P on “White Castle’ a U.S. diner 613-678-2637 / ben@digitalinfluence.ca
chain. Note unique yellow brick
colour & wrought iron balloon www.digitalinfluence.ca

117 Main East 1886 balconies: Montréal style.

» Corner of Home & Main: Mural of 19thC

148 Main East 1857 | Vankleek Hill businesses. Everyone in the mural is part
of our local history. Painted (1990-1992) by Elisabeth
Skelly & Odile Tétu.

A few steps further, the laneway to the ¢.1829/1890
Higginson Tower & c.1854 St. John’s Anglican
Church; & entry to the ¢.1855 Arbor Gallery in the
Higginson family home. All three are historic 19thC
John Jamieson builtas | structures with connections to the Higginson Family.

Built by Peter Rufus McLaurin, the
town’s 4th postmaster. Post office was
in the front extension. Later it was
Vogan’s barbershop. Note the “sawed”
flat balusters, known as *paper dolls.’

Built by businessman Malcolm McCuaig. Served
as a tailor shop, and funeral home; offered distin-
guished apartments. This is an example of Ren-

124 Main East

store & home. Faded
advert on west brick
wall for Fletcher’s
Castoria.

1875

Art: Jessica Sarrazin {

aissance Revival style, with notable decorative
trim on the third floor dormer windows.

Built by Donald McLeod. The groundfloor store
sold a range of items from a pound of nails to
penny candy. Note arched windows and com-
plex brick work at top of main fagade. Town
Council meetings once took place upstairs.

151 Main East 1863

’ ~t il Built by Peter McLaurin. Its
‘— % [talianate style is twinned
I" across the street.

) » When you reach 160 Main East, look eastward
160 Main East 1886 from the top of Front Hill. 19thC gingerbread & red
Built by Dr. Donald Mclntosh, itis a twin |[ brick are plentiful. The train station was at the eastern
of 151 Main Street East. To maintaina || town limit and the tracks are still in service. Beyond the
distinct look, the house has a colourfully |l tracks is the Industrial Park where you will find Beau’s
painted pine board-and-batten exterior. || greyery, & Martel et Fils/Sons Monuments.

156 Main East 1883

Built by Robert B. Dunning, the
Baptist Church has remained in
continuous use. Few alterations
were made over the century, so

that the building today is very

much the same now as in 1883.
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